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carriage door opened until the entrance into the apartments.    No court was held that night, and all the company withdrew at an early hour.
According to the etiquette observed at foreign Courts the Emperor was no doubt married to the Archduchess Maria Louisa ; not so, however, with reference to our civil code ; nevertheless, it is said that he followed the example of Henry IV. on his marriage with Marie de Medicis. I am only repeat ing here the illiberal remarks made the next morning because I am pledged to speak the truth Had it, however, been my case, 1 should have followed the precedent of Henry IV. on this occasion. It happened to be my turn to sleep that night in the apartment of the officers in attendance. The Emperor had left the Palace and retired to the Chancellor's residence ; and if the report had been brought to me that all Paris was on fire I should not have attempted to disturb his repose, under the apprehension that he might not be found at that residence.
The next was a very fatiguing day for the young Empress, because presentations were made of persons wholly unknown to her, by individuals with whom she was.not much more acquainted. The Emperor himself presented to her his aide* de camp, who felt highly gratified at this condescending mark of his regard; the lady of honor presented the ladies of the palace and others who were to form her retinue.
The Emperor proceeded with the Empress to St. Cloud on the day after the public presentation, the attendants of both households followed them in separate carriages. They did not pass through Paris, but took the road to St. Denis, the Hois de Boulogne, and St. Cloud : all the authorities of Paris had repaired to the boundary of the department of the Seine, in the direction of Compiegne, and were followed by a great part of the population, who gave themselves up to the joy and enthusiasm which the occasion naturally created.
An immense crowd had collected at St. Cloud to greet her arrival: first, the Princesses of the Imperial family, amongst whom were the Vice-Queen of Italy, who was then making her first appearance in Pads, the Princess of Baden, the Dignitaries, the Marshals of France, the Senators, and the Councillors of State. It was broad daylight when the Imperial retinue reached St. Cloud.
The ceremony of the civil marriage did not take place till two days afterwards, in the gallery of the Palace at St. Cloud. A platform was rained at. the extremity of the gallery, with a table and arm-chairs upon it for the Imperial couple, as well as chairs and stools for the Princes and PrincesscH of hin family : none were present at the ceremony except the persons attached to the respective Courts. When all the preliminary arrangements had been gone through the cortege moved forward from the apartment* of the Empress, and crossing the grand apartments and the salon of Hercules, entered the gallery, where it was arranged on, the platform in the order laid down by the rules of etiquette. The place of every one had been determined beforehand, so that in an instant the utmost order and silence pervaded the assembly.